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On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the
Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt am Main, in 1923, this book
aims at shedding light on the archives of some of the key thinkers of
Critical Theory of Society, also well known as “Frankfurt School”. To pay
homage to this current of thought, this contributed volume aims to
make the archives speak for themselves, to show the public the
quantity of unpublished material still existing by the authors of the
Critical Theory which are now in funds in different parts of the world (in
Germany, in Italy, or in the United States), and to show that Critical
Theory remains alive 100 years after its inception. The volume starts by
presenting the archives of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the thinkers
who inspired Critical Theory, and the archives of the Institute for Social
Research itself. Then it dedicates separate sections to the archives of
Walter Benjamin, Max Horkheimer, Theodor W.Adorno, Friedrich
Pollock, Herbert Marcuse, Leo Löwenthal and Jürgen Habermas. The
book is composed of chapters written by researchers and editors who
worked in the different fonds, as well as chapters written by or
interviews with researchers who were or are in charge of some of the
archives, or who are especially familiar with the material. The Archives
of Critical Theory will be an invaluable tool for researchers in many
disciplines working with Critical Theory of Society, such as Sociology,
Anthropology, Political Science, Philosophy, History, Education, Law and
Cultural Studies, among others. Readers will find information about the
content of each archive and the history of its constitution. The various
contributions present many ways in which the materials may be
explored and explain how such explorations affected or may yet affect
the state of the research. .


