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This book provides an introduction, discussion, and formal-based
modelling of trust theory and its applications in agent-based systems
This book gives an accessible explanation of the importance of trust in
human interaction and, in general, in autonomous cognitive agents
including autonomous technologies. The authors explain the concepts
of trust, and describe a principled, general theory of trust grounded on
cognitive, cultural, institutional, technical, and normative solutions.
This provides a strong base for the author's discussion of role of trust
in agent-based systems supporting human-computer interaction and
distributed and virtual organizations or markets (multi-agent systems).
Key Features: . Provides an accessible introduction to trust, and its
importance and applications in agent-based systems. Proposes a
principled, general theory of trust grounding on cognitive, cultural,
institutional, technical, and normative solutions. Offers a clear, intuitive
approach, and systematic integration of relevant issues. Explains the
dynamics of trust, and the relationship between trust and security.
Offers operational definitions and models directly applicable both in
technical and experimental domains. Includes a critical examination of
trust models in economics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and AI
This book will be a valuable reference for researchers and advanced
students focused on information and communication technologies
(computer science, artificial intelligence, organizational sciences, and
knowledge management etc.), as well as Web-site and robotics
designers, and for scholars working on human, social, and cultural
aspects of technology. Professionals of ecommerce systems and peer-
to-peer systems will also find this text of interest.
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This book aims at providing an accessible, and yet comprehensive and
self-contained discussion of compact stars. After a pedagogical
introduction to the physics of white dwarfs, the bulk of the book is
devoted to the analysis of the structure and dynamics of neutron stars.
A great deal of emphasis is placed on the dynamical models underlying
the description of neutron star matter at microscopic level. The analysis
of these models is inherently cross-disciplinary - from nuclear and
particle physics to astrophysics and condensed matter physics and the
relevant concepts are introduced following a didactic approach,
drawing largely on the historical development of the field. The impact
of the latest experimental data, such as gravitational waves emissions,
and the potential of future observational developments in the new era
of multimessenger astronomy are extensively discussed. This volume is
intended to provide PhD students in physics and astrophysics with solid
foundations for their future research career. It is also a useful tool for
the broader audience of more advanced readers, working in the fields
of nuclear and particle physics as well as gravitational physics.


