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A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this
book examines how Anglo-American ideas about "strategic" bombing
were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing
civilian targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but
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substantially erroneous assumptions about the nature of modern
industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment.
These assumptions were derived from the social and political context
of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error and
bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced
by them, came to believe that strategic bombing would be an especially
effective coercive tool and how they responded when their assumptions
were challenged. Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the
World War I experience, together with airmen's organizational interests,
shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved
conceptions of its potentially revolutionary character. This flawed
interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate implementation
problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the
British and Americans had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They
saw little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time and make
long-range bombing as effective as possible. Combining narrative with
analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British
and American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945. In
examining the ideas and rhetoric on which strategic bombing
depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of
those ideas--not only as they applied to World War II but as they apply
to contemporary warfare.
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This book explores the concept of 'quiet' - an aesthetic of narrative
driven by reflective principles - and argues for the term's application to
the study of contemporary American fiction. In doing so, it makes two
critical interventions. Firstly, it maps the neglected history of quiet
fictions, arguing that from Hester Prynne to Clarissa Dalloway, from
Bartleby to William Stoner, the Western tradition is filled with quiet
characters. Secondly, it asks what it means for a novel to be quiet and
how we might read for quiet in an American literary tradition that critics
so often describe as noisy. Examining recent works by Marilynne
Robinson, Teju Cole and Ben Lerner, among others, the book argues
that quiet can be a multi-faceted state of existence, one that is
communicative and expressive in as many ways as noise but filled with
potential for radical discourse by its marginalisation as a mode of
expression.
"What does it mean to describe a novel as 'quiet'? The quiet
contemporary American novel defines the term as an aesthetic of
narrative that is driven by reflective principles. While, at first
appearance, 'quiet' seems a contradictory description of any literary
form, because it risks suggesting that the novelist has nothing to say,
this book argues that the quiet of the novel is better conceived as a
mode of conversation that occurs at a reduced volume than as the
failure to speak. The quiet contemporary American novel makes two
critical interventions. Firstly, it maps the neglected history of quiet
fictions and argues that from Hester Prynne to Clarissa Dalloway, from
Bartleby to William Stoner, quiet characters fill the novel in the Western
tradition. As a phrase, 'the quiet novel' also has a long and untraced
history, dating back 150 years. Throughout its long history, many
critics have used 'the quiet novel' as a phrase that dismisses and
derides the work of writers whose novels seem disengaged from the
'noise' of their wider society. The quiet contemporary American novel
finally takes up the long referred to idea of quiet fiction to ask what it
means for a novel to be quiet and, through discussion of a diverse
selection of contemporary writers including Marilynne Robinson, Teju
Cole and Lynne Tillman, asks how we might read for quiet in an
American literary tradition that critics so often describe as noisy." --
Back cover.
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"Liberal Constitutionalism, Marriage, and Sexual Orientation: A
Contemporary Case for Dis-Establishment uses constitutional theory
and political philosophy to shed light on an elusive feature of American
jurisprudence: the establishment of a sectarian preference in the law to
the detriment of American citizens who happen to be gay or lesbian
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and who wish to exercise their fundamental right to marry. Reviewing
aspects of liberal-democratic theory, marriage law, and pertinent
analogies that deal with the right to marry, Gordon Albert Babst
presents the notion of the "shadow establishment," which makes the
best sense of a constitutional affirmation of bias against same-sex
marriage and gay persons in the law."--BOOK JACKET.


