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The authors are honest about the issues facing musicians in today’s
changing world, but they provide ample thoughts on what can be done
through transformative, holistic musical development. This isn’t a
resource for pianists, or violinists, or composers; it is a resource for all
musicians, especially those transitioning from student to professional.
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—Nicholas Phillips, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, WI, USA “A
brilliant book that finally addresses the modern landscape of a career in
classical music.” —Dr. Donna Lee, Professor and Coordinator of Piano
Division at Kent State University. “This is an excellent textbook to
inspire music instructors, career advisors, counselors, and their
students. The book presents a wide variety of interviews with renowned
musicians and they share the fascinating details of their unique
approaches to mentoring. These unique life stories kept me engaged
throughout.” —Dr. Yumiko Oshima-Ryan, Professor of Piano, Gustavus
Adolphus College Designed as a practical resource, this book examines
transformational and inclusive approaches to the teaching of music at
the postsecondary level based on first-person interviews with
renowned musicians and their students. At the heart of the study are
musical/artistic perspectives and pedagogical approaches from leading
artists and the insights of their students on the impact of the teaching
and mentoring process. Through case studies with renowned musicians
and their protégés, the book identifies common themes in teaching and
mentoring across classical and jazz performance. Each case study is a
master class with the artist that offers insight into the evolution of the
individual’s musical career, their approach to teaching, and specific
strategies for navigating the complexities of the music business
environment. With remarkable candor, artists and their protégés share
how they navigated significant obstacles in their career journeys.
Including overcoming performance anxiety, disability and injury, lack of
financial support, difficulty obtaining an agent and recording contracts,
country location and stereotypes based on gender and nationality. The
book serves as an important resource for music educators by offering
concrete approaches to mentoring talented students, while also sharing
specific strategies for aspiring professional musicians seeking to forge
a career in a highly competitive musical market. Edna B. Chun serves as
chief learning officer with HigherEd Talent and teaches in the graduate
Human Capital Management program in the Columbia University School
of Professional Studies. She holds the Doctor of Music and Master of
Music degrees with High Distinction from Indiana University,
Bloomington. George S.T. Chu is Professor of Music at Hamline
University, Saint Paul, Minnesota. He received the Doctor of Music with
High Distinction from Indiana University , Bloomington, and the
Bachelor of Arts magna cum laude from Yale University. .


