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Narrating the pilgrimage to Mecca discusses a wide variety of historical
and contemporary personal accounts of the pilgrimage to Mecca, most
of which presented in English for the first time. The book addresses
how being situated in a specific cultural context and moment in history
informs the meanings attributed to the pilgrimage experience. The
various contributions reflect on how, in their stories, pilgrims draw on
multiple cultural discourses and practices that shape their daily
lifeworlds to convey the ways in which the pilgrimage to Mecca speaks
to their senses and moves them emotionally. Together, the written
memoirs and oral accounts discussed in the book offer unique insights
in Islam’s rich and evolving tradition of hajj and umra storytelling.
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