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Problems and Prospects - Alessandro Chechi -- Part lll - The
Environment -- 1. Revising International Environmental Law through
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Land Degradation as a Common Concern of Humankind - Ben Boer --
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International law has long been dominated by the State. But it has
become apparent that this bias is unrealistic and untenable in the
contemporary world as the rise of the notion of common goods
challenges this dominance. These common goods - typically values
(like human rights, rule of law, etc) or common domains (the
environment, cultural heritage, space, etc) - speak to an emergent
international community beyond the society of States and the attendant
rights and obligations of non-State actors. This book details how three
key areas of international law - human rights, culture and the
environment - are pushing the boundaries in this field. Each category is
of current and ongoing significance in legal and public discourse, as
illustrated by the Syrian conflict (human rights and international
humanitarian law), the destruction of mausoleums and manuscripts in
Mali (cultural heritage), and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill (the
environment). Each exemplifies the need to move beyond a State-
focused idea of international law. This timely volume explores how the
idea of common goods, in which rights and obligations extend to
individuals, groups and the international community, offers one such
avenue and reflects on its transformative impact on international law
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Sommario/riassunto This book provides a comprehensive overview of current biosurfactant
research and applications. Public awareness of environmental issues
has increased significantly over the last decade, a trend that has been
accompanied by industry demands for climate-friendly and



environmentally friendly renewable raw materials. In the context of
household products, biosurfactants could potentially meet this demand
in the future due to their low ecotoxicity, excellent biodegradability,
and use of renewable raw materials. The diversity of this class of
molecules, which has only been marginally tapped to date, offers only
an inkling of their future application potential. However, there are two
main obstacles to their widespread commercial use on the growing
surfactant market: the lack of attractive and competitive production
technologies, and the limited structural diversity of commercially
available biosurfactants. Addressing both of these core issues, this
book will provide readers with a deeper understanding of the role of
biosurfactants, including future opportunities and challenges. Chapter
“Environmental Impacts of Biosurfactants from a Life Cycle Perspective:
A Systematic Literature Review” is available open access under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.
springer.com.



