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Sommario/riassunto Locusts are a threat to agriculture and livelihoods in many countries
globally. The economic, social, and environmental consequences of
these highly migratory pests are so substantial that they are treated as
a national priority by many countries; several international
commissions have been established to unite efforts. This Special Issue
aims to shed light on some overarching questions: what have we
learned from historical outbreaks; how serious is the threat; what
research is ongoing and is needed to better manage these insects; how
should the world respond to plagues today, especially in the context of
climate change; are recommended preventive strategies really effective
and what are the constraints to their application; and is there a
possibility to make better use of biological alternatives to chemical
pesticides?
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This edited book is the first one written in English that deals
comprehensively with behavior metrics. The term “behaviormetrics”
comprehends the research including all sorts of quantitative
approaches to disclose human behavior. Researchers in behavior
metrics have developed, extended, and improved methods such as
multivariate statistical analysis, survey methods, cluster analysis,
machine learning, multidimensional scaling, corresponding analysis or
quantification theory, network analysis, clustering, factor analysis, test
theory, and related factors. In the spirit of behavior metrics,
researchers applied these methods to data obtained by surveys,
experiments, or websites from a diverse range of fields. The purpose of
this book is twofold. One is to represent studies that display how the
basic elements of behavior metrics have developed into present-day
behavior metrics. The other is to represent studies performed mainly
by those who would like to pioneer new fields of behavior metrics and
studies that display elements of future behavior metrics. These studies
consist of various characteristics such as those dealing with theoretical
or conceptual subjects, the algorithm, the model, the method, and the
application to a wide variety of fields. This book helps readers to
understand the present and future of behavior metrics. .


