
UNINA99107394720033211. Record Nr.

Titolo A History of Exorcism in Catholic Christianity / / by Francis Young

Pubbl/distr/stampa Cham : , : Springer International Publishing : , : Imprint : Palgrave
Macmillan, , 2016

ISBN 3-319-29112-2

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource

Collana Palgrave Historical Studies in Witchcraft and Magic

Disciplina 900

Soggetti Civilization—History
Europe—History—1492-
Great Britain—History
Cultural History
History of Early Modern Europe
History of Britain and Ireland

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed. 2016.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

1. Introduction -- 2. Exorcism in the Early Christian West, 300–900 --
3. Exorcism in Crisis: The Middle Ages, 900–1500 -- 4. Exorcism in
Counter-Reformation Europe -- 5. Catholic Exorcism beyond Catholic
Europe -- 6. Exorcism in the Age of Reason -- 7. Exorcism in an Age of
Doubt: The Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. - 8. The Return of
Exorcism.
This book traces the development of exorcism in Catholic Christianity
from the fourth century to the present day, and seeks to explain why
exorcism is still so much in demand. This is the first work in English to
trace the development of the liturgy, practice and authorisation of
exorcisms in Latin Christianity. The rite of exorcism, and the claim by
Roman Catholic priests to be able to drive demons from the possessed,
remains an enduring source of popular fascination, but the origins and
history of this controversial rite have been little explored. Arguing that
belief in the need for exorcism typically re-emerges at periods of crisis
for the church, Francis Young explores the shifting boundaries between
authorised exorcisms and unauthorised magic throughout Christian
history, from Augustine of Hippo to Pope Francis. This book offers the
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historical background to – and suggests reasons for – the current
resurgence of exorcism in the global Catholic Church.


