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Introduction -- Prologue -- 1. Black women as homicide victims :
reality vs. media representation -- 2. The deserving vs. undeserving
victim : case studies of biased media reporting and law enforcement
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between the media and law enforcement -- 4. Looking at media bias in
three major city newspapers : results of author’s research -- 5. Making
the invisible visible : minorities’ efforts to obtain recognition for
forgotten victims -- Conclusion.

Though numerous studies have been conducted regarding perceived
racial bias in newspaper reporting of violent crimes, few studies have
focused on the intersections of race and gender in determining the
extent and prominence of this coverage, and more specifically how the
lack of attention to violence against women of color reinforces their
invisibility in the social structure. This book provides an empirical study
of media and law enforcement bias in reporting and investigating
homicides of African American women compared with their white
counterparts. The author discusses the symbiotic relationship between
media coverage and the response from law enforcement to victims of



color, particularly when these victims are reported missing and
presumed to be in danger by their loved ones. Just as the media are
effective in helping to increase police response, law enforcement
officials reach out to news outlets to solicit help from the public in
locating a missing person or solving a murder. However, a deeply
troubling disparity in reporting the disappearance and homicides of
female victims reflects racial inequality and institutionalized racism in
the social structure that need to be addressed. It is this disparity this
important study seeks to solve.



