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Since its publication in Spanish in 1998, The Grid and the Park not only
revitalized studies on the history of Buenos Aires, but also laid the
foundation for a specific type of cultural work on the city -an urban
perspective for cultural history, as its author would describe it- that

has had a sustained impact in Latin America. Public space, embodied in
the grid of city blocks and the park system, here appears as a
particularly productive category because it encompasses dimensions of
the material city, politics, and culture, which are usually studied
separately. From Domingo Faustino Sarmiento's figurations of Palermo
Park in the mid-nineteenth century to Jorge Luis Borges's discovery of
the suburb in the 1920s; from the modernization of the traditional
center carried out by Mayor Torcuato de Alvear in the 1880s to the
questioning of that centrality by the emergence of the suburban barrio,
the book weaves the changing ideas on public space with urban culture
to produce a new history of the metropolitan expansion of Buenos
Aires, one of the most extensive and dynamic urban centers of the
early twentieth century.
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In The Political Economy of the Spectacle and Postmodern Caste, John
Asimakopoulos analyzes the political economy of the society of the
spectacle, a philosophical concept developed by Guy Debord and Jean
Baudrillard. Using the analytical tools of social science, while
historicizing, Asimakopoulos reveals that all societies in every epoch
have been and continue to be caste systems legitimized by various
ideologies. He concludes there is no such thing as capitalism (or
socialism)—only a caste system hidden behind capitalist ideology. Key
features of the book include its broad interdisciplinary-nonsectarian
approach with quantitative and qualitative data. The Political Economy
of the Spectacle and Postmodern Caste is well written and clear, making
it accessible to the general public.






