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Poems.

""Cover""; ""Contents"; ""A Different World™'; ""Mediterranean Eyes"";
""The Blind Shepherd™"; ""Call to Mind™"; "Admitting the Light™;

""Telling Her Stories™; ""The Straw Chair"; "Uncle™; "'Silver Threads™";
""Wings""; "'December 25th™; ""The Intruder™; "™A Sunday in June"";
"'Blindfold""; ""The Cutting Edge™; ""Surgery""; ""Ultimate"";
""Anticipation™; ""A Shot in the Paper™'; ""Reflections""; ""Booting the
PC"™; "Confined Kisses™; "'Did Not Own Up"; ""Beyond Belief""; ""In the
Metro""; "' The Interview™; ""The Curtaina€?s Down""; "'Division of
Labour"; "Etched on the Mind™

"Falling-Out"""'Black Hole""; ""Eggs™"; ""Morning Coffee"; ""Oblivious™;
"At Fifty-Five™'; ""Passing Desires""; ""Repudiation™; ""Second Hand
Love™; ""Short of History""; ""Waiting""; "'Casual Hand Shake™"; ""We
Only Meet in a Poem Now™"'; ""Acknowledgments™

A sense of exile and belonging dominates the poems, following the
journey of a blind man whose life in his new land has been hampered
by prejudice and barriers to communication. Exposing the rich and
surprising possibilities of a life that has undergone a frightening
transformation, Blindfold relates feelings of loss, displacement, and
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disorientation experienced not only by the disabled but by everyone
who finds themselves separated from the norm. Silver Threads He
recalls the absence of sound, the impossible silence the disappearance
of light. He is only aware of the movement of his mother's hand inside
her purse, looking for her handkerchief. He recalls her warning not to
play with unknown objects the type that explode on impact. Later, he
lies in the dark remembering how she pointed out the silver threads of
the morning light just the day before and he sparkles with guilt.
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Nota di contenuto Chapter 1. Introduction to Early Language Learning Policy in the 21st
Century -- Part 1. Providing Access and Strengthening Community --
Chapter 2. Struggling for a Diverse but Fair Policy: Policy Challenges to
Implementing English at the Primary School Level in Japan -- Chapter 3.
Early childhood foreign language learning and teaching in Serbia: A
Critical Overview of Language Education Policy and Planning in Varying
Historical Contexts -- Chapter 4. Early Mandarin Learning and
Language-In-Education Policy and Planning in the Oceania -- Part 2.
Redesigning Curriculum and Enhancing Instruction -- Chapter 5.
Intercultural Understanding in Early Spanish Language Learning: A
Policy Perspective from Queensland, Australia -- Chapter 6. Arabic as
an Early Language Learning Provision in Bangladesh: Policy Perspectives
-- Chapter 7. Early English Language Learning in Tanzania in Relation
to Language Policy -- Part 3. Preparing High Quality Teachers --
Chapter 8. Long Tradition, New Scenarios forEarly English Language
Learning Policy in Argentina -- Chapter 9. Early Arabic Language
Learning Policies and Practices in Israel: Historical and Political Factors
-- Chapter 10. Where Have Personnel Policies on Early English
Language Learning Taken us in Mexico so far? -- Part 4. Connecting
Domains Across Language Policy -- Chapter 11. The Context of
Schooling for Early Learners of Spanish in the United States -- Chapter
12. Early Mandarin Learning in South America: Present and Future
Directions -- Chapter 13. German Teaching and Learning in Early Years
and Primary Schools in the UK -- Conclusion -- Chapter 14. Language
Policy for Starting Early, Reflections and Considerations.

Sommario/riassunto This volume analyses the policymaking, expectations, implementation,
progress, and outcomes of early language learning in various education
policy contexts worldwide. The contributors to the volume are
international researchers specialising in language policy and early
language learning and their contributions aim to advance scholarship
on early language learning policies and inform policymaking at the
global level. The languages considered include learning English as a
second language in primary schools in Japan, Mexico, Serbia,
Argentina, and Tanzania; Spanish language education in the US and
Australia; Arabic as a second language in Israel and Bangladesh;
Chinese in South America and Oceania; and finally, early German
teaching and learning in France and the UK. This exciting book brings
all new attention to an often overlooked but critically important issue.
Zein and Coady make a compelling argument to move beyond debates
over critical periods and benefits of earlylanguage learning, and instead
engage in practical language policy research that best informs the
conditions under which early language learning programs can be most
successful for teachers and young children. The rich international
examples from expert scholars across six continents and several world
languages perfectly captures the complexities of early language
learning policy making and implementation. Wayne Wright, Professor,
Purdue University, USA Zein and Coady break new ground with this
publication — an edited collection of papers providing insights to the
implementation of widely spoken languages in the primary school
curriculum. Policies for the introduction of Arabic, German, Kiswabhili,
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish are discussed alongside English as a
foreign language, adopting a historical approach in accounting for how
the neoliberal turn presents a continuing challenge to valuing
languages other than English. Each chapter is informed by the author’s



detailed knowledge of the policy context, including countries as diverse
as Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Chile, Israel, Japan, Mexico, New
Zealand, Paraguay, Serbia, Tanzania, United Kingdom and United
States. Together, this collection serves as a rallying call to policy
makers for comprehensive investment in additional language
programmes for early language learners. | strongly recommend this
volume for graduate students, researchers and decision-makers
interested in understanding the challenges of early language teaching
policy and practice worldwide. Janet Enever, Professor Emerita, Umea
University, Sweden.



