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William Osborn Stoddard, Lincoln's "third secretary" who worked
alongside John G. Nicolay and John Hay in the White House from 1861
to 1865, completed his autobiography in 1907, one of more than one
hundred books he wrote. An abridged version was published by his son
in 1955 as "Lincoln's Third Secretary: The Memoirs of William O.
Stoddard."; In this new, edited version, Lincoln's White House Secretary:
The Adventurous Life of William O. Stoddard, Harold Holzer provides an
introduction, afterword, and annotations and includes comments by
Stoddard's granddaughter, Eleanor Stoddard.
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Nazirites appear in a number of sources relevant to Judaism of the late
Second Temple period. This book surveys the pertinent evidence and
assesses what it reveals regarding the role of the Nazirite within
Judaism of the late Second Temple and early Christian era. The survey
is arranged according to three primary sections: “Direct Evidence for
Nazirites”; “Possible and Tangential Evidence for Nazirites”; and a final
section, “Making Sense of the Evidence.” It concludes by arguing that
the role of the Nazirite portrayed in sources was that of a religious
devotee, and concomitant with biblical law, Nazirite devotion typically
involved flexibility, personal freedom of expression, and adaptation to
outside cultural norms. Those interested in the Nazirite vow as
portrayed in the New Testament and other relevant sources will find
this study useful, as will those interested in Bible translation and
interpretation in late Second Temple and early rabbinic literature.
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