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"In this important collection of primary sources, Laborie and Hessayon
bring together a huge range of vital sources for the study of prophecy
in the early modern world. This meticulously edited 3-volume set
includes rare material and fascinating manuscripts published in English
for the first time. Volumes are organised geographically, each with its
own introduction by a world-renowned expert. Together with their
respective contributors, they show how prophecies circulated widely
throughout this period at all levels of society. Indeed, they often
emerged in times of crisis and were delivered as warnings as well as
signals of hope. Moreover, they were constantly adapted and translated
to suit ever changing contexts - including those for which they had not
been originally intended. Contributors include: Viktoria Franke, Monika
Frohnapfel-Leis, William Gibson, Mayte Green-Mercado, Marios
Hatzopoulos, Jacqueline Hermann, Ariel Hessayon, Warren Johnston,
Lionel Laborie, Adelisa Malena, Andreas Pecar, Martin Pjecha, Michael
Riordan, Luis Filipe Silverio Lima, Damien Tricoire, Leslie Tuttle, and
Kristine Wirts"--
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Inventions and innovations in the design and construction of concrete
shell -- The Cupola as a new “Primitive Hut” -- Beyond the cubic prison
-- Open, Sesame. Get into the Binishell -- The lunar base: intersections
and repetitions -- The lost centre. Dante Bini’'s legacy beyond the
Binishell system -- Who is Dante Bini? -- Bibliography, List of Images,
List of Binishells.

This book reviews Dante Bini’s inventions and designs, focusing on his
form-resistant Binishell and other pneumatic construction systems.
Dante Bini's double profile of architect and builder underpins the
narrative of the entire book. It is used to analyse the evolution of the
early reinforced-concrete Binishell patent into a variety of automated
construction systems based on the use of air. Dante Bini has always
been quite proactive in promoting his work and disseminating the
results of his experimentations and achievements via journal articles,
conference presentations and public talks; promotional brochures in
multiple languages were also prepared to export and license his
patents in various countries, from Italy to the Americas and Australia.
Despite this, a rigorous study of Dante Bini’s work is still unavailable,
and the relevance of this figure to contemporary architecture has yet to
be discussed comprehensively. This book fills in this gap and arrives at



the right time: during the last two decades, there has been an
exponential interest in shell and spatial structures, particularly
concerning the use of complex geometries and innovative construction
techniques. This book will be of interest to academics in architectural
design, theory and construction history, and practitioners and students
interested in expanding their knowledge in the design and construction
of shell and spatial structures.



