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"Metaphors are essential to scientists themselves and strongly influence
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Metaphor specialists will find theoretical issues explored in studies of
bacteriology, cell reproduction, marine biology, physics, brain function
and social psychology. We see the degree of conscious or intentional
use of metaphor in shaping our conceptual systems and constraining
inferences. Metaphor sources include social structure, embodied
experience, abstract or mathematical formulations. The results are
sometimes innovative hypotheses and robust conclusions; other times
pedagogically useful, if inaccurate, stepping stones or, at worst,
misleading fictions"--


