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Political shocks have come to be considered highly salient for
explaining major changes to international politics and to the foreign
policies of states. Such shocks can occur at all levels of analysis:
domestically, dyadically, regionally, or globally. They range from
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political phenomena such as coups and wars to ecological
catastrophes. These shocks are sufficiently disruptive to cause foreign
policy makers to reconsider their foreign policy orientations and to
contemplate major changes to their policies. In fact, some have argued
that it is mostly through political shocks that fundamental policy
change occurs in most states. No wonder then that political shocks are
now increasingly part of the toolbox of considerations used by foreign
policy and international relations scholars as they focus on
understanding patterns of conflict and cooperation between states.
Given the salience of political shocks to understand foreign policy
change, this book brings together a group of both senior and more
junior scholars whose previous work has shown substantial promise for
moving forward theory and empirical analysis. Their combined efforts
in this book highlight the value of multiple theoretical and empirical
approaches to a clearer understanding of the nature of political shocks
and their consequences for foreign policy and international politics.


