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Bien gu'il ait seulement le statut d'un simple upagama (A. "secondaire"),
le Mrgendra contient I'un des exposes les plus detailles du shivaisme
philosophique dualiste qui soient parvenus jusqu'a nous. |l est



considere comme faisant autorite a la fois dans la tradition
cachemirienne du Nord et dans la tradition Saivasiddhanta du Sud. Il
traite de I'emanation des tattvas ("realites" ou "principes") depuis Siva
jusgu'a lI'element terre. Il decrit egalement la generation successive des
Mantras, Mantresvara, etc. Il accorde egalement beaucoup de place a
diverses questions de logique et de cosmologie. On y trouve encore
une refutation relativement precise de certaines ecoles philosophiques
adverses, notamment du Jainisme et du materialisme. La section
consacree a la description des pratiques yoguigues presente un interet
particulier dans la mesure ou elle fourmille de details "techniques” qu'il
serait difficile de trouver ailleurs.

In spite of its being a mere upagama (a "secondary" A.), the Mrgendra
contains one of the most detailed accounts of dualistic Saiva
philosophy that have come down to us. It is recognized as authoritative
both in the northern Kashmir tradition and the southern Saivasiddhanta
tradition. It deals with the emanation of tattva-s ("realities" or
"principles”) from Siva down to the element earth. It also describes the
successive generation of Mantra-s, Mantresvara-s, etc. It devotes a lot
of space to various problems of logic and cosmology. It also includes a
fairly elaborate refutation of rival philosophical schools, especially
Jainism and materialism. The section devoted to the description of
specific Saiva yogic practices is of special interest inasmuch as it's
brimming over with "technical details" rarely found elsewhere. The book
contains the French translation of the Sanskrit text with an introduction
in French and a summary of the introduction in English.
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