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The Companion to John Wyclif contains eight substantial essays
covering the central aspects of John Wyclif's life and thought. The
volume's authors have drawn on an extensive amount of primary
material, as well as the most recent secondary sources, so as to present
a comprehensive picture of Wyclif in his times. Topics covered include a
detailed life and career of Wyclif, and close analyses of his logic and
metaphysics; doctrine of the Trinity and Christology; political views;
Christian life and piety; sacraments; the Bible; and an examination of
his medieval opponents. Experts and students alike will profit from
these in-depth studies all of which provide a view of Wyclif in his late
medieval context. For those not already familiar with Wyclif this volume
will serve as an excellent introduction; and those with greater expertise
will find fresh appraisals which may, in turn, lead to further research.
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Germaine Tillon, Jean-Paul Sartre, Marc Bloch, Charlotte Delbo, Bruno
Bettelheim ou Roland Barthes : voici quelques-uns des intellectuels que
I'on croisera dans ce livre. lls ont en commun d'avoir eprouve, plus ou
moins longtemps et durement, des moments ou ils ont ete empeches
de lire, d'ecrire, d'enseigner, de peindre, etc. Tous ont temoigne de ces
episodes de mise a I'epreuve dont parfois on ne se remet jamais.
Certains ont ete internes en prison ou en camp. D'autres ont connu
I'enfermement du sanatorium. D'autres encore ont choisi de rompre
avec le monde intellectuel en s'etablissant en usine ou en partant vers
un ailleurs lointain. L'ouvrage prend ces situations d'empechement,
subies ou choisies, comme autant de terrains d'enquete : que disent-
elles de la condition intellectuelle ? Que mobilisent ces hommes et
femmes pour faire face aux privations dont ils et elles sont I'objet ?
Leurs reactions nous revelent combien la condition intellectuelle
ordinaire tient a des apprentissages lettres, mais aussi a des
equipements materiels (le bureau, le livre), a des publics (les lecteurs,
les eleves) et a des solidarites (les pairs), autrement dit a des mondes
qui soutiennent l'identite. Au fond, ce que nous donnent a voir ces
recits de captivite, ces carnets de guerre ou ces correspondances d'exil,
ce sont les tentatives pour reconstruire ces mondes. Dans l'epreuve et
malgre elle.

Germaine Tillon, Jean-Paul Sartre, Marc Bloch, Charlotte Delbo, Bruno
Bettelheim and Roland Barthes: here are some of the intellectuals we



will meet in this book. What they have in common is that they have
experienced moments, more or less long and hard, when they have
been prevented from reading, writing, teaching, painting, etc. All of
them testified to these episodes of testing from which sometimes they
never recover. Some were interned in prison or in a camp. Others have
known confinement in a sanatorium. Still others chose to break with
the intellectual world by setting up in a factory or by leaving for a
faraway place. This book treats these limiting situations, whether
suffered or chosen, as so many grounds for investigation: what do they
say about the intellectual condition? What motivates these men and
women to face the deprivations they are subjected to? Their reactions
reveal to us how much the ordinary intellectual condition depends on
literate learning, but also on material equipment (the office, books), on
audiences (readers, students) and on solidarity (peers), in other words,
on worlds that support identity. Basically what these accounts of
captivity, these war diaries or these correspondences in exile show us
are attempts to reconstruct these worlds. In the midst of ordeals and in
spite of them.



