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Scepticism is a philosophical current in which doubt is neither a
discomfort to be overcome, nor an artifice located at the beginning of
an investigation aiming at its own overcoming, but a way of speaking
and of standing in existence. What does such a position imply on the
anthropological level? That contrary to those who have thought of
doubt as a preparation for faith or for the refoundation of science, it is
more natural to doubt than to believe? The chapters in this volume
examine how modern sceptical doubt, born of its implementation in
Montaigne's Essays, far from being a negative disposition of mind that
leads to despair, has contributed to revalorizing opinion and belief in a
regime of uncertainty, to rehabilitating the imagination and the senses,
while promoting other uses of reason. The book is aimed at all readers
who are interested in the renewal of the conception of philosophy
through doubt, whether it be its discursive practices or its values. It
also invites us to reflect on the link between the philosophical
discourse on humanity and the human sciences, a link that the
sceptical substitution of an anthropology of the relation to the
metaphysical approach to humanity has made possible.
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This paper examines whether there is a threshold above which financial
development no longer has a positive effect on economic growth. We
use different empirical approaches to show that there can indeed be
"too much" finance. In particular, our results suggest that finance starts
having a negative effect on output growth when credit to the private
sector reaches 100% of GDP. We show that our results are consistent
with the "vanishing effect" of financial development and that they are
not driven by output volatility, banking crises, low institutional quality,

or by differences in bank regulation and supervision.



