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"Interest in world history has never been greater—both among
historians and the reading public. Globalization has coaxed historians
out of their fixation on all things national, which has characterized
historical research since the nineteenth century. But with this new
global field of research has come new methodological problems. It is
high time that these problems were tackled, if only to develop methods
to ensure that world-historical research strives for the same high
quality and standards as any other field of historical study. This book
addresses all these problems in detail, with a particular emphasis on
solutions. The contributors discuss how the progress made in the



sciences, which offer unique access to new types of source material,
can best be used by the historians of global processes. These are
sources that demand an awareness of both their advantages and their
drawbacks. The same is true of the secondary sources, which are the
basis of most world-historical overviews and syntheses. Primary and
secondary sources alike require shrewd handling in a way not seen
before. Similarly, the calculations and comparisons essential to world
history must be harmonized, and historians have to acknowledge that
the information they are working from is often of variable quality and
detail. Linguistic and cultural differences must also be analysed
systematically whenever historians seek the recurring traits in human
history, much as they must be alert to the strong ideological interests
that all too often distort scholarly results.

Solutions to these and the other methodological problems are
hammered out in this book. Whether researchers, students, or
interested readers, anyone keen to sharpen their critical thinking about
world history will find there is much to take away from this book.
Intresset for varldshistoria ar storre &n pa lange — bade bland den
lasande allmanheten och bland historiker. Globaliseringen har bidragit
till att historikerna kommit ut ur den fixering vid det nationella som
kannetecknat deras forskning anda sedan 1800--talet. Men med den
nya globala arenan for forskning féljer ocksa nya metodproblem. Det ar
hdg tid att de varldshistoriskt orienterade forskarna tar sig an de hér
problemen och utvecklar metoder, sa att de kan arbeta med lika htga
kvalitetskrav som annan historieforskning. | den har boken adresseras
utforligt en serie sadana problem, och forfattarna ger forslag pa hur de
ska l6sas. Har diskuteras hur den naturvetenskapliga forskningens
framsteg kan utnyttjas for den som vill studera dvergripande globala
processer med var tids unikt stora tillgang till helt nya typer av
kallmaterial. Det kraver en medvetenhet hos historikerna bade om de
héar kallornas fortjanster och om deras fallor. Detsamma galler
anvandningen sekundarlitteratur, som en stor del av de varldshistoriska
Oversikterna och synteserna baseras pa. Har kravs kallkritisk skarpa av
ett nytt slag. Har kravs ocksa att de ekonomiska och andra berakningar
och jamférelser som maste till inom varldshistorisk forskning
harmonieras och att forskarna tar hojd for att den information de
bygger pa ofta ar av olika kvalitet och upplosning. Sprakliga och
kulturella skillnader méaste ocksa analyseras systematiskt nar forskarna
soker de aterkommande dragen i den manskliga historien. Dessutom
maste varldshistorikerna standigt vara uppmarksamma pa de starka
ideologiska intressen som allt for ofta tenderar att forvrida de
vetenskapliga resultaten.

Detta och en hel del andra metodproblem diskuteras i den har boken,
dar det finns mycket att hamta bade for forskaren och for studenten,
liksom for den historieintresserade lasare som vill skarpa sitt kritiska
forhallningssatt till varldshistorisk forskning."
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"This book investigates rabbinic treatises relating to animals, humans,
and other lifeforms. Through an original analysis of creaturely
generation and species classification by late ancient Palestinian rabbis
and other thinkers in the Roman empire, Rafael Rachel Neis shows how
rabbis blurred the lines between the human and other beings. This they
did even as they were intent on classifying creatures and delineating
the contours of the human. Recognizing that life proliferates via
multiple mechanisms beyond sexual copulation between two
heterosexual 'male’ and 'female’ individuals of the same species, the
rabbis produced intricate alternatives. This expansive view of
generation included humans. Likewise, in parsing the variety of
creatures, the rabbis attended to the overlaps and resemblances across
seemingly distinct species, upsetting in turn unmitigated claims of
human distinctiveness. Intervening in conversations in animal studies,
queer theory, trans theory, and feminist science studies, When a
Human Gives Birth to a Raven provincializes sacrosanct ideals of
reproduction in favor of a broader range of generation, kinship, and
species offering powerful historical alternatives to the paradigms
associated with so-called traditional ideas"--



