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«La storia si scrive sempre usando il tempo presente». Come si
definisce oggi un maitre a penser? Se consideriamo tale chi & in grado
di dare significato a cio che accade tracciando una rete di relazioni tra
passato e presente, mettendo il proprio sapere specialistico al servizio
dell'attualita, Luciano Canfora lo € certamente. Gli strumenti della
filologia, lo sguardo limpido, scevro da partigianerie e conformismi,
diventano in questa raccolta di saggi efficaci dispositivi per indagare i
grandi temi del pensiero contemporaneo. Antidogmatico per eccellenza
e per formazione, sempre capace di esplorare prospettive
multidisciplinari e di individuare continuita nel mutamento incessante
della storia, Luciano Canfora ci offre una chiave di lettura per affrontare
le sfide del presente.
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Front matter -- Contents -- Translation has always already begun:
translator’s introduction -- 1. Critique and life -- 2. Critique and work
-- 3. The krino constellation -- 4. Technologies of critique -- 5. The
word “critique” -- 6. Marx’s critical turn -- 7. Crisis and avant-garde

-- 8. Critical attitude -- 9. Sovereign critique | -- 10. Hyperbole -- 11.
Sovereign critique Il -- 12. The epoch of critique -- 13. Critique within
the frame, critique of the frame -- 14. Manet: the Kant of painting --
15. Heidegger’s demand -- 16. Critique and figure -- 17. Thought and
figure -- 18. The leveling of the pit -- 19. The clash of film and theater
-- 20. Critique’s loss of aura -- 21. Critique and mass -- 22. Nihil and
philosophy -- 23. Jenny -- 24. The epoch of nihilism. Nihil as epoch.
-- 25. The exhausted age -- 26. The coexistence of technologies: Marx
-- 27. Referential illusion -- 28. Critique and installation -- 29.
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Critigue—a program of thought as well as a disposition toward the
world—is a crucial resource for politics and thought today, yet it is
again and again instrumentalized by institutional frames and captured
by market logics. Technologies of Critique elaborates a critical practice



that eludes such capture. Building on Chile’s history of dissident artists
and the central entangling of politics and aesthetics, Thayer engages
continental philosophical traditions, from Aristotle, Descartes and
Heidegger through Walter Benjamin and Gilles Deleuze, and in implicit
conversation with the Judith Butler, Roberto Esposito, and Bruno Latour,
to help pinpoint the technologies and media through which art
intervenes critically in socio-political life.



