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This book takes the transnational history of southern Africa’s liberation
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struggles in an innovative direction. It provides one of the first targeted
studies of the manner in which the wider process of African
decolonisation shaped the political struggle for control of Southern
Rhodesia (colonial Zimbabwe). It offers an in-depth survey of the
repercussions of pan-African developments on national-level political
thought amidst one of the most seminal moments of the continent’s
history. The book draws on over a year of fieldwork in southern Africa
as well as archival collections in the USA and UK to explore the seismic
re-alignments that occurred in the white settler dominated territory in
southern Africa as self-determination became a widely accepted
international principle virtually overnight. In particular, it focuses on
the impact of decolonisation struggles and/or independence in Ghana,
Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Malawi on
Zimbabwe’s liberation struggle. In so doing, it also offers new context
on the roots of contemporary repression in Zimbabwe.


