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In America today, the problem of achieving racial justice--whether
through "color-blind" policies or through affirmative action--provokes
more noisy name-calling than fruitful deliberation. In Color Conscious,
K. Anthony Appiah and Amy Gutmann, two eminent moral and political
philosophers, seek to clear the ground for a discussion of the place of
race in politics and in our moral lives. Provocative and insightful, their
essays tackle different aspects of the question of racial justice; together
they provide a compelling response to our nation's most vexing
problem. Appiah begins by establishing the problematic nature of the
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idea of race. He draws on the scholarly consensus that "race" has no
legitimate biological basis, exploring the history of its invention as a
social category and showing how the concept has been used to explain
differences among groups of people by mistakenly attributing various
"essences" to them. Appiah argues that, while people of color may still
need to gather together, in the face of racism, under the banner of
race, they need also to balance carefully the calls of race against the
many other dimensions of individual identity; and he suggests, finally,
what this might mean for our political life. Gutmann examines
alternative political responses to racial injustice. She argues that
American politics cannot be fair to all citizens by being color blind
because American society is not color blind. Fairness, not color
blindness, is a fundamental principle of justice. Whether policies should
be color-conscious, class conscious, or both in particular situations,
depends on an open-minded assessment of their fairness. Exploring
timely issues of university admissions, corporate hiring, and political
representation, Gutmann develops a moral perspective that supports a
commitment to constitutional democracy. Appiah and Gutmann write
candidly and carefully, presenting many-faceted interpretations of a
host of controversial issues. Rather than supplying simple answers to
complex questions, they offer to citizens of every color principled
starting points for the ongoing national discussions about race.
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The book traces the conceptual lens of historical-cultural ‘survivals’
from the late 19th-century theories of E.B. Tylor, James Frazer, and
others, in debate with monotheistic ‘degenerationists’ and Protestant
anti-Catholic polemicists, back to its origins in Jewish, Christian and
Muslim traditions as well as later more secularized forms in the German
Enlightenment and Romanticist movements. These historical sources,
particularly the ‘dual faith’ tradition of Russian Orthodoxy, significantly
shaped both Tsarist and later Soviet ethnography of Muslim Central
Asia, helping guide and justify their respective religious missionary,
social-legal, political and other imperial agendas. They continue
impacting post-Soviet historiography in complex and debated ways.
Drawing from European, Central Asian, Middle Eastern and world
history, the fields of ethnography and anthropology, as well as
Christian and Islamic studies, the volume contributes to scholarship on
‘syncretism’ and ‘conversion’, definitions of Islam, history as identity
and heritage, and more. It is situated within a broader global historical
frame, addressing debates over ‘pre-Islamic Survivals’ among Turkish
and Iranian as well as Egyptian, North African Berber, Black African and
South Asian Muslim Peoples while critiquing the legacy of the Geertzian
‘cultural turn’ within Western post-colonialist scholarship in relation to
diverging trends of historiography in the post-World War Two era. R.
Charles Weller, Associate Professor of History (Career), Washington
State University, and Senior Research Fellow, Department of Religion
and Culture, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan.


