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The aim of the book was to produce the most comprehensive
examination of a pandemic that has ever been attempted. By cataloging
the full extent of the Zika pandemic, this book will be the most
complete history and epistemic contextualization ever attempted to
date. The work should function as the primary source for students,
researchers, and scholars who need information about the Zika
pandemic. This book examines the technical literature, digital and
popular literature, and online materials to fully contextualize this event
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and provide a bona fide record of this event and its implications for the
future. It is somewhat serendipitous that while this work was underway,
we are going through another pandemic. One of the primary lessons we
did not learn by Zika was pandemic events will return repeatedly, and
we need to learn from each one of them to prepare the planet for the
next one. Just because Zika seemed to have died out does not make it
less important. We were lucky that the virus evolved into what seemed
to be a less virulent version of itself, and the vector mosquitoes were
concentrated elsewhere. Finally, this book represents a tour de force in
scholarship involving nearly 4,000 sources of information and does not
shy from a detailed examination of the controversies, conspiracies, and
long-term consequences when we avoid learning from outbreaks, such
as Zika.


