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Hong Kong is a meeting place for migrant domestic workers, traders,
refugees, asylum seekers, tourists, businessmen, and local residents. In
Born Out of Place, Nicole Constable looks at the experiences of
Indonesian and Filipina women in this Asian world city. Giving voice to
the stories of these migrant mothers, their South Asian, African,
Chinese, and Western expatriate partners, and their Hong Kong-born
babies, Constable raises a serious question: Do we regard migrants as
people, or just as temporary workers? This accessible ethnography
provides insight into global problems of mobility, family, and

citizenship and points to the consequences, creative responses,
melodramas, and tragedies of labor and migration policies.
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Millions of children throughout Africa undertake many forms of farm
and domestic work. Some of this work is for wages, some is on their
family's own small plots and some is forced and/or harmful. This book
examines children's involvement in such work. It argues that framing
all children's engagement in economic activity as 'child labour', with all
the associated negative connotations, is problematic. This is
particularly the case in Africa where many rural children must work to
survive and where, the contributors argue, much of the work
undertaken is not harmful. The conceptual and case-based chapters
reframe the debate about children's work and harm in rural Africa with
the aim of shifting research, public discourse and policy so that they
better serve the interest of rural children and their families.



