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The role of kings, the source of their authority and the nature of the
practical restraints on their power have exercised political and religious
philosophers, historians, competing candidates for rule and subject
populations from the time of the earliest documented human societies.
How the kingly image is created and presented and how the ruler
performs his or her function as the source of justice are among the
topics addressed in this volume, which also covers the role of queens in
maintaining dynastic succession yet being the target of tales of
adultery. This volume is of particular interest in bringing together
studies of kingly power from Cyrus the Great and Alexander in the
ancient world to Shah Abbas in the seventeenth century, and covering
the European Middle Ages as well as Iran and the Muslim world.
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Sommario/riassunto Suicide is a major public health concern in the United States (US),
claiming over 36,000 lives each year and nearly 100 lives each day, and
suicide among military and Veteran populations is of particular
concern. Veterans returning from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts,
referred to as Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom
(OEF/OIF) Veterans, may be particularly at risk, although the limited
available data has shown mixed results. Several aspects of military
experience may increase the risk of suicide, including mental health
and substance abuse. Many risk factors specific to the OEF/OIF
population have yet to be thoroughly evaluated and incorporated into
clinical management. Ideally, suicide risk assessment tools need to
account for the relationship among different risk factors and identify
risk factors or combinations of risk factors that are particularly
associated with suicidal self-directed violence. To be practically useful,
such tools will be brief enough to be conducted in a primary care
setting and will identify a threshold beyond which preventive action
should be taken. Risk assessment tools should be able to discriminate
those at high- and low-risk for suicidal self-directed violence.
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Likewise, studies of emerging risk factors need to evaluate the
contribution of a new potential predictor of suicide and self-directed
violence in the context of known risk factors in order to weigh the
contribution of the new risk factor against those that are currently
known. The objective of this report is to review recent evidence about
risk factors and risk assessment tools within Veteran and military
populations to provide evidence for clinical practice guideline
development specific to these populations.


