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Greater Magadha, roughly the eastern part of the Gangetic plain of
northern India, has so far been looked upon as deeply indebted to
Brahmanical culture. Religions such as Buddhism and Jainism are
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thought of as derived, in one way or another, from Vedic religion. This
belief is defective in various respects. This book argues for the
importance and independence of Greater Magadha as a cultural area
until a date close to the beginning of the Common Era. In order to
correct the incorrect notions, two types of questions are dealt with:
questions pertaining to cultural and religious dependencies, and
questions relating to chronology. As a result a modified picture arises
that also has a bearing on the further development of Indian culture.
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How does perceptual experience make us knowledgeable about the
world? In this book Nadja El Kassar argues that an informed answer
requires a novel theory of perception: perceptual experience involves
conceptual capacities and consists in a relation between a perceiver and
the world. Contemporary theories of perception disagree about the role
of content and conceptual capacities in perceptual experience. In her
analysis El Kassar scrutinizes the arguments of conceptualist and



relationist theories, thereby exposing their limitations for explaining
the epistemic role of perceptual experience. Against this background
she develops her novel theory of epistemically significant perception.
Her theory improves on current accounts by encompassing both the
epistemic role of perceptual experiences and its perceptual character.
Central claims of her theory receive additional support from work in
vision science, making this book an original contribution to the
philosophy of perception.



