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Sommario/riassunto

The biological and philosophical implications of the emergence of new
collective individuals from associations of living beings.Our intuitive
assumption that only organisms are the real individuals in the natural
world is at odds with developments in cell biology, ecology, genetics,
evolutionary biology, and other fields. Although organisms have served
for centuries as nature's paradigmatic individuals, science suggests
that organisms are only one of the many ways in which the natural
world could be organized. When living beings work together--as in ant
colonies, beehives, and bacteria-metazoan symbiosis--new collective
individuals can emerge. In this book, leading scholars consider the
biological and philosophical implications of the emergence of these
new collective individuals from associations of living beings. The topics
they consider range from metaphysical issues to biological research on
natural selection, sociobiology, and symbiosis.The contributors
investigate individuality and its relationship to evolution and the
specific concept of organism; the tension between group evolution and
individual adaptation; and the structure of collective individuals and the
extent to which they can be defined by the same concept of
individuality. These new perspectives on evolved individuality should
trigger important revisions to both philosophical and biological
conceptions of the individual.ContributorsFrederic Bouchard, Ellen
Clarke, Jennifer Fewell, Andrew Gardner, Peter Godfrey-Smith, Charles
J. Goodnight, Matt Haber, Andrew Hamilton, Philippe Huneman, Samir
Okasha, Thomas Pradeu, Scott Turner, Minus van Baalen
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This book explains how in moving towards Cleaner Production, the
Lean Production Philosophy can be applied to reduce carbon emissions
in prefabrication - one major source of the Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
emissions which contribute to global climate change. This book
examines theories and principles in the Lean Production Philosophy to
develop situation-based carbon reduction strategies for precast
concrete manufacturers and contractors in terms of Site layout, Supply
Chain, Production, Stocks and Installation Management. It presents the



empirical findings of surveys and case studies with managers and
professionals working for precasters and contractors in Singapore,
findings which provide good practical guidance for precast concrete
manufacturers and contractors to achieve low carbon emissions and to
perform better in many sustainability-based rating systems, such as
the Singapore Green Labelling Scheme and the Building and
Construction Authority (BCA) Green Mark Scheme.



