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In Alexander Shlyapnikov, 1885-1937: Life of an Old Bolshevik ,
Barbara Allen recounts the political formation and positions of Russian
Communist and trade unionist, Alexander Shlyapnikov. As leader of the
Workers’ Opposition (1919–21), Shlyapnikov called for trade unions to
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realise workers’ mastery over the economy. Despite defeat, he
continued to advocate distinct views on the Soviet socialist project that
provide a counterpoint to Stalin’s vision. Arrested during the Great
Terror, he refused to confess to charges he thought illogical and
unsupported by evidence. Unlike the standard historical and literary
depiction of the Old Bolshevik, Shlyapnikov contested Stalin's and the
NKVD's construct of the ideal party member. Allen conducted extensive
research in archives of the Soviet Communist party and secret police.
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