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In a largely forgotten chapter of the First World War, Britain sent a small
task force to the Caucasus and Northern Persia in 1918. Named
Dunsterforce after its commander, Major General Dunsterville, this
group attempted to organize indigenous forces to defeat an Ottoman
Empire offensive to seize the southern Caucasus. A comprehensive
campaign study of Dunsterforce and an analysis of its successes and
failures provide insights into the complexities of modern armed
conflict. An understanding of the strategic environment in which
Dunsterforce operated, the interests of the various actors in the region,
and the lines of operation that Dunsterville chose to accomplish his
objectives may enable current and future practitioners of the art of war
to face the difficulties inherent in such operations. Dunsterforce's
successes were due to the coordinated and skillful use of all elements
of British military and national power, no matter how inadequate the
actual military power was. Yet there are limits to what skill alone can
achieve and those limits were revealed during the operation. The scant
troops available, conflicting guidance from higher headquarters,
lackluster will of indigenous forces, and immense complexity of the
operating environment ensured that Dunsterforce did not achieve all
the lofty goals envisioned by the British political leaders.--Provided by
publisher.



