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Nepal has undergone a radical political transformation since 2006,
when a 10-year armed struggle by Maoist insurgents, which claimed at
least 13,000 lives, officially came to an end. The country's king stepped
down in 2006, and two years later Nepal declared itself a republic,
electing a Constituent Assembly in 2008 to write a new constitution,
which is currently being drafted. Though the process of
democratization has had setbacks and been marked by violence at
times, Nepal has conducted reasonably peaceful elections, brought
former insurgents into the political system, and in a broad sense, taken
several large steps towards entrenching a functioning democracy. This
still-unfolding democratization process makes Nepal of interest to
Congress and to U.S. foreign policymakers. Nepal's status as a small,
landlocked state situated between India and China also makes it
important to foreign policymakers. U.S. policy objectives toward Nepal
include supporting democratic institutions and economic liberalization,
promoting peace and stability in South Asia, supporting Nepalese
territorial integrity, and alleviating poverty and promoting

development.






