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In this new collection of essays, Adam Michnik-one of Europe's leading
dissidents-traces the post-cold-war transformation of Eastern Europe.
He writes again in opposition, this time to post-communist elites and
European Union bureaucrats. Composed of history, memoir, and
political critique, In Search of Lost Meaning shines a spotlight on the
changes in Poland and the Eastern Bloc in the post-1989 years. Michnik
asks what mistakes were made and what we can learn from climactic
events in Poland's past, in its literature, and the histories of Central and
Eastern Europe. He calls attention to pivotal moments in which central
figures like Lech Walesa and political movements like Solidarity came
into being, how these movements attempted to uproot the past, and
how subsequent events have ultimately challenged Poland's enduring
ethical legacy of morality and liberalism. Reflecting on the most recent
efforts to grapple with Poland's Jewish history and residual guilt, this
profoundly important book throws light not only on recent events, but
also on the thinking of one of their most important protagonists.
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The Largest Energies in the Universe -- The Mystery of Cosmic Rays --
Cosmic-Ray Research after the First World War -- Cosmic Rays and the
Physics of Elementary Particles -- Fire Under the Ashes: the Discoveries
at the End of the 20th Century and at the Beginning of the 21st Century
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In recent years, cosmic rays have become the protagonists of a new
scientific revolution. We are able today to film the Universe with
telescopes of completely novel conception, recording information from
many different messengers and accessing previously unknown cosmic
regions. Written by a recognized authority in physics, this book takes
readers on a captivating journey through the world of cosmic rays, their
role in the revolutionary field of multi-messenger astronomy, their
production from powerful accelerators close to the surfaces of black
holes and compact objects, reaching the highest levels of energy
observed in nature, and the implications this has for our understanding
of the Universe. Through the stories of pioneering scientists,
explorations of cutting-edge technologies, and simple explanations
related to particle physics, guantum mechanics, and astrophysics, the
book provides an illuminating state-of-the-art introduction to the
current state of high-energy astrophysics. The book was written in
straightforward yet rigorous language, so as to be accessible to the
greater public. For those curious about the cosmos and cosmic gamma
rays, nuclei, neutrinos, and gravitational waves, from casual observers
to professional astronomers and physicists, the book is a must-read,
offering a thrilling adventure into the future of astronomy and particle
physics.



