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The Apostle Paul remains one of the most fascinating, enigmatic, and
controversial figures of the early Christian Church. While much of his
writing is liberating and inspiring, his words have also been used to
support slavery, male domination, and religious exclusivism. Drawing
on the literary and historical insights that have revolutionized
contemporary Paul scholarship, Tatha Wiley skillfully separates the
apostle's different voices, illuminating the authentic, historical Paul.
Encountering Paul is a compelling look at this key figure in Christian
history and belief.
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Religion is a phenomenon that is inseparable from human society. It
brings about a set of emotional, ideological and practical elements that
are pervasive in the social fabric of any society and characterizable by a
number of features. These include the establishment of intermediaries
in the relationship between humans and the divine; the construction of
ceremonial places for worshipping the gods and practicing ritual
performances; and the creation ritual paraphernalia. Investigating the
religious dimensions of ancient societies encounters problems in
defining such elements, especially with re
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