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This book is a full reference grammar of Qiang, one of the minority
languages of southwest China, spoken by about 70,000 Qiang and
Tibetan people in Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in
northern Sichuan Province. It belongs to the Qiangic branch of Tibeto-
Burman (one of the two major branches of Sino-Tibetan). The dialect
presented in the book is the Northern Qiang variety spoken in
Ronghong Village, Yadu Township, Chibusu District, Mao County. This
book, the first book-length description of the Qiang language in
English, is the result of many years of work on the language, and is as
typologically comprehensive as possible. It includes not only the
reference grammar, but also an ethnological overview, several fully
analyzed texts (mostly traditional stories), and an annotated glossary.
The language is verb final, agglutinative (prefixing and suffixing), and
has both head-marking and dependent marking morphology. The
phonology of Qiang is quite complex, with 39 consonants at seven
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points of articulation, plus complex consonant clusters, both in initial
and final position, as well as vowel harmony, vowel length distinctions,
and a set of retroflexed vowels. The grammar also is complex, with a
paradigm of eight direction marking verbal prefixes, and two
paradigms for person marking, one for actor, one for non-actor, and a
variety of other verbal prefixes and suffixes, as well as definite and
number marking on nouns. Noun phrases take classifiers and relational
pospositions as well.
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A definitive work on ESR and polymer science by today's leading
authoritiesThe past twenty years have seen extraordinary advances in
electron spin resonance (ESR) techniques, particularly as they apply to
polymeric materials. With contributions from over a dozen of the
world's top polymer scientists, Advanced ESR Methods in Polymer
Research is the first book to bring together all the current trends in this
exciting field into one comprehensive reference.Part I establishes the
fundamentals of ESR, from experimental techniques to data analysis,
and serves as a valuable ov


