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Includes bibliographical references (p. 257-277) and index.

Introduction -- The historical roots of the new middle class -- Framing
the liberalizing middle class -- Social capital, labor market
restructuring, and India's new economy -- State power, urban space,
and civic life -- Liberalization, democracy, and middle class politics --
Conclusion.

Leela Fernandes digs into the implications of the growth of the middle
class in India and uncovers Nin the media, in electoral politics, and on
the streets of urban neighborhoods Nthe complex politics of caste,
religion, and gender that shape this rising population. Using rich
ethnographic data, she reveals how the middle class operates as a
proponent of economic democratization.
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Previously issued in print: 2004.

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

Contents; 1. Continental Drift-The Road to Plate Tectonics; 2. Plate
Tectonics Now and in the Past; 3. Creation, Destruction, and Changes
in Volume of Continental Crust Through Time; 4. Growth of Cratons

and their Post-Stabilization Histories; 5. Assembly of Continents and
Establishment of Lower Crust and Upper Mantle; 6. Assembly and
Dispersal of Supercontinents; 7. Supercontinents Older than Gondwana,;
8. Gondwana and Pangea; 9. Rifting of Pangea and Formation of Present
Ocean Basins; 10. History of Continents after Rifting from Pangea

11. Effects of Continents and Supercontinents on Climatel12. Effects of
Continents and Supercontinents on Organic Evolution; Appendix A.
Seismic Methods; Appendix B. Heat Flow and Thermal Gradients;
Appendix C. Paleomagnetism; Appendix D. Isotopic Systems; Appendix
E. Cratons; Appendix F. Anorogenic Magmatic Suites; Appendix G.
Orogenic Belts of Grenville Age; Appendix H. Orogenic Belts of 2.1-
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1.3-Ga Age; Appendix I. Orogenic Belts of Pan-African-Brasiliano Age;
References; Author Index; Subject Index

Continents and Supercontinents surveys the origin of continents and
the accretion and breakup of supercontinents through earth history. It
also shows how these processes affected the composition of seawater,
climate, and the evolution of life.
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Includes bibliographical references (pages 29-31).



