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system stability -- Arizona as a watershed: then and now: case studies
of changed management of rivers and habitat in the lower Colorado
River system -- Evaluating riparian vegetation change in canyon-bound
reaches of the Colorado River using spatially extensive matched photo
sets -- Breeding waterbirds of the Mexican portion of the Colorado
River delta -- Terrestrial vertebrates of mesquite bosques in
southwestern North America -- Appendix A: Western pioneers of
riparian study through the 1980s -- Appendix B: Conferences,
symposia, and other gatherings pertaining to riparian ecosystems,
riparian ecology, riparian habitat restoration, and riparian area
conservation.
Volume 2: Understanding gains and losses of riparian habitat:
interpreting change, its causes and consequences -- A naturalized
riparian ecosystem: consequences of tamarisk leaf beetle (Diorhabda
spp.) biocontrol -- Vanishing riparian mesquite bosques: their
uniqueness and recovery potential -- Using the Southwest
Experimental Garden Array to enhance riparian restoration in response
to global environmental change: identifying and deploying genotypes
and populations for current and future environments -- The Watershed
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In the past fifty years, riparian values have been recognized and
documented, and the science of riparian ecology developed steadily.
Volume 1 covers the more mesic northwestern United States to the arid
Southwest and Mexico. The authors review the origins of riparian
science in the western United States, document what is currently known
about riparian ecosystems, and project future needs. Topics include:
interactions with fire, climate change, and declining water; effects from
exotic species; unintended consequences of biological control; the role
of small mammals; watershed response to beavers; watershed and
riparian changes; changes below large dams; water birds of the
Colorado River Delta; and terrestrial vertebrates of mesquite bosques.
Appendices and references chronicle the field's literature, authors,
"riparian pioneers," and conferences.
Volume 2 expands upon two important recent developments: global
climate change and impacts of introduced tamarisk leaf beetles
(Diorhabda spp.) in the American West. It also covers the losses of
riparian habitat, including extirpation of a large number of mesquite
bosques (woodlands) in the Southwest; the restoration of riparian
ecosystems damaged by anthropogenic activities; the importance of a
watershed; and the importance of riparian ecosystems to recreation.
The combination of volumes 1 and 2 examines the evolving
understanding of scientific implications and anthropogenic threats to
those ecosystems since Caucasian settlement of the region to present.


