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Modern cities are facing the challenge of combining competitiveness at
the global city scale and sustainable urban development to become
smart cities. A smart city is a high-tech, intensive and advanced city
that connects people, information, and city elements using new
technologies in order to create a sustainable, greener city; competitive
and innovative commerce; and an increased quality of life. This Special
Issue collects the recent advancements in smart cities and covers
different topics and aspects.
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Slower World Growth or Global Recession with the Trade War? --
European solidarity as a way to face globalization and as an antidote
against populism -- Global integration and economic growth in
emerging countries: the case of BRICS and NEXT-11 -- 1948-2018:
From the free-trade vision to protectionist attitudes -- GDP-Linked
Bonds: A proposal worth looking into -- Strengthening disaster
resilience: A micro-data perspective -- The European Globalisation
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This book analyzes new forms of capitalism that are manifesting under
the pressures of global transformation. By studying economic and



environmental indicators in various parts of the world, it seeks to
reconcile economic growth with environmental and social sustainability,
which is an important issue in both developed and emerging
economies. These indicators include the explosive development of
digital technologies and new global value chains, which are reshaping
economies and societies all over the world. The contributing authors
also address the challenge of immigration, the sustainable
development transformation, the ties between productivity and social
rights, automation and global value chains, the energy transition, and
innovation and sustainable growth.



