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Tobias Krüger explores the discovery of the Ice Ages, how the idea was
received, and what further research it stimulated. The approach used in
Discovering the Ice Ages is uniquely sweeping. The contemporary
debates on the subject are compared from an international perspective.
Krüger retraces the arguments advanced from the middle of the 18th
century to the threshold of the 20th century. The positions held by
defenders of the glacial theory as well as those by its most important
opponents are set within the context of the then current understanding
of geology. In an interdisciplinary overview Krüger then focuses on the
impetus gained from early ice-age research. The most prominent
examples worth mentioning are the discovery of trace gases and the
greenhouse effect.
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Exploring Monte Carlo Methods is a basic text that describes the
numerical methods that have come to be known as ""Monte Carlo."" The
book treats the subject generically through the first eight chapters and,
thus, should be of use to anyone who wants to learn to use Monte
Carlo. The next two chapters focus on applications in nuclear
engineering, which are illustrative of uses in other fields. Five
appendices are included, which provide useful information on
probability distributions, general-purpose Monte Carlo codes for
radiation transport, and other matters. The famous ""Buffon's needle p


