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This is an edition of an early Shiite/Fatimid Arabic epistle that includes
a controversy pertaining to several issues on Islamic law. Al-Qadi al-
Nu'man (d. 363/974), the most famoust jurist of the early Fatimid
period refutes the illustrious Ibn Qutayba (d. 276/889). In his book
Adab al-Katib, Ibn Qutayba claimed that it was enough for civil servants
(kuttab) to memorize a few legal formulas in order to be able to
effectively do their work without the need of long dissertations on law
from jurists. In the introduction to his epistle, al-Nu'man claims that
without these dissertations the civil servants would not be able to apply
the law correctly. Following this, al-Nu'man launches lengthy
dissertations on each one of the succinct formulas listed by Ibn
Qutayba. The main argument of al-Nu'man is that the only lawgivers in
Islam are the prophet Muhammad and the Imams descendents of Al
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education in the North -- Chapter 1 An overture: A historical overview
of political and cultural precursors of the Nordic school system and its
variety of teacher education programmes; Eyvind Elstad -- Chapter 2
The evolution of the extended comprehensive school model and the
modern profession-oriented teacher education after World War 1l;
Eyvind Elstad -- Part Il: Teacher education in Nordic countries and
autonomous areas -- Chapter 3 The education of teachers in Sweden:
An endeavour struggling with academic demands and professional
relevance; Bjorn Astrand -- Chapter 4 Tension patterns in Finnish
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& Elsebeth Jensen -- Chapter 7 Five-year teacher education for
compulsory school in Iceland: Retreat from research-based to practice-
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This open access book is the first account of the whole diversity of
teacher education in the Nordic region: Norway, Sweden, Finland,
Denmark, Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, the Aland Islands and
Sapmi (where the Sami people live). Today, large parts of the world are
looking to the Nordic model of social organization, and interest in the
Nordic comprehensive school system and teacher education
arrangements is no exception. A good education is a key to prosperity
and well-being. And the quality of students’ education is undoubtedly
linked to the quality of their teachers’ education. While teacher
education in the Nordic region is globally admired, it also faces new
challenges. The leading scholars writing in this volume discuss the
challenges and opportunities that professional environments are facing.
By providing solid portraits of each area as well as analyses across the
region, this book will be a great resource to students, academics in
teacher education and schoolingas well as social scientists and policy-
makers inside and outside the Nordic region.



