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In an effort to improve the U.S. military's flexibility to address
conventional and terrorist threats worldwide, the Department of
Defense (DOD) plans to relocate more than 8,000 Marines and an
estimated 9,000 dependents from Okinawa, Japan, to Guam as well as
expand other U.S. force capabilities on the island at an estimated cost
of more than $13 billion. DOD plans to begin construction on Guam
during fiscal year 2010 in order to meet the desired buildup deadline of
fiscal year 2014 indicated in the agreement reached by the U.S.-Japan
Security Consultative Committee on October 29, 2005. As a result of
the military buildup, Guam's current population of 171,000 will
increase by an estimated 25,000 active duty military personnel and
dependents (or 14.6 percent), to 196,000.



