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In an effort to improve the U.S. military's flexibility to address
conventional and terrorist threats worldwide, the Department of
Defense (DOD) plans to relocate more than 8,000 Marines and an
estimated 9,000 dependents from Okinawa, Japan, to Guam as well as
expand other U.S. force capabilities on the island at an estimated cost
of more than $13 billion. DOD plans to begin construction on Guam
during fiscal year 2010 in order to meet the desired buildup deadline of
fiscal year 2014 indicated in the agreement reached by the U.S.-Japan
Security Consultative Committee on October 29, 2005. As a result of
the military buildup, Guam's current population of 171,000 will
increase by an estimated 25,000 active duty military personnel and
dependents (or 14.6 percent), to 196,000.
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Gradation is usually considered to be a property of adjectives.
Examples like 'The boy loves his mother very much' and 'The boy has
grown a lot' reveal that gradation is not limited to adjectives but verbs
are gradable too. Verb gradation has received considerably less
attention in the literature than gradation of adjectives. The aim of the
current volume is to explore the notion of verb gradation in more
detail. The book presents a semantic as well as a syntactic analysis of
verb gradation and combines three case studies with a general
perspective on the phenomenon. Issues addressed in the volume cover,
among others, the notion of scalarity in the verbal domain, the
interaction of verb gradation with grammatical as well as lexical aspect
and verb gradation as a subcompositional phenomenon. These topics
are investigated from a cross-linguistic perspective. The languages of
investigation include, among others, German, Russian and French.






