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This volume examines the impact of advances in genetics and assisted
reproduction technologies on family law, human rights and the rights
of the child, including the effects of international treaties on national
legislation. It surveys the theoretical, ethical and legal discussions with
regard to biotechnology and family law issues and the search for a
balance between safeguarding respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms and the need to ensure freedom of research.
However, biotechnology impinges not only on isolated individuals and
their rights, but also on unborn children, the family as a network of
living relationships and the basic structure of any society, as well as the
foundation of parentage and kinship, social organization as a whole
and, finally, mankind itself. As the attention of the World turns to
cloning, this book will contribute to the search for a balance between
the rights and freedoms of born and yet to be born human beings and
the quest for new technologies.
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Several prominent public voices have advanced the hypothesis that
networked communications erode the value of privacy in favor of a
transparent connected existence. Especially younger generations are
often described as prone to live "open digital lives". This hypothesis has
raised considerable controversy, polarizing the reaction of its critics as
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well as of its partisans. But how likely is the "end of privacy"? Under
which conditions might this scenario come to be? What are the business
and policy implications? How to ethically assess risks and
opportunities? To shed light on the co-evolution and mutual
dependencies of networked structures and individual and collective
strategies towards privacy, this book innovatively uses cutting-edge
methods in computational social sciences to study the formation and
maintenance of online social networks. The findings confound common
arguments and clearly indicate that Internet and social media do not
necessarily entail the end of privacy. Publicity is not "the new norm":
quite to the contrary, the book makes the case that privacy is a resilient
social force, resulting from a set of interconnected behaviors of
Internet users.


