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Cities arose independently in both the Old World and in the pre-
Columbian New World. Lacking written records, many of these New
World cities can be studied only through archaeology, including the
earliest pre-Columbian city, Teotihuacan, Mexico, one of the largest



cities of its time (150 B.C. to A.D. 750). Thus, an important question is
how similar New World cities are to their Old World counterparts.
Before recent times, the dense populations of cities made them
unhealthy places because of poor sanitation and inadequate food
supplies. Storey's research shows clearly



