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Holy Harlots examines the intersections of social marginality, morality,
and magic in contemporary Brazil by analyzing the beliefs and religious
practices related to the Afro-Brazilian spirit entity Pomba Gira. Said to
be the disembodied spirit of an unruly harlot, Pomba Gira is a
controversial figure in Brazil. Devotees maintain that Pomba Gira
possesses an intimate knowledge of human affairs and the mystical
power to intervene in the human world. Others view this entity more
ambivalently. Kelly E. Hayes provides an intimate and engaging account
of the intricate relationship between Pomba Gira and one of her
devotees, Nazaré da Silva. Combining Nazaré's spiritual biography with
analysis of the gender politics and violence that shapes life on the
periphery of Rio de Janeiro, Hayes highlights Pomba Gira's role in the
rivalries, relationships, and struggles of everyday life in urban Brazil. A
DVD of the film Slaves of the Saints is included.
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This book highlights the applications of continuous-variable entangled
state representations in the research areas of quantum optics via the
integration method within an ordered product of operators (IWOP). As a
way to develop the Dirac’s symbolic method, the IWOP method has
made the integration of non-commutative operators possible by
arranging non-commutable operators within an ordered product
symbol. It not only deals with many existent quantum optics problems
but also explores new research fields. The book also establishes a
theoretical framework for solving important quantum optics subjects by
taking full advantage of the entangled state representations. With



original methods and detailed descriptions, the book is suitable for
researchers, instructors, and students interested in quantum
mechanics, quantum optics, and quantum information science.



