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Recent years have seen significant changes in the social policies of
many liberal welfare-states; this is especially true of social programs
for families with children. Increasingly, governments are making family
policy trade-offs, reducing support for some families but improving it
for others. Why are such trade-offs occurring, and how do
governments differ in their approach to family social policy? This study
addresses these questions by examining the political, demographic,
and socio-economic factors influencing the restructuring of family-



related programs in OECD countries.Adopting a feminist political
economy approach, Maureen Baker shows that while some
governments encourage their citizens to see children as 'future
resources,' and promote strong support for reproductive health
programs, child welfare services, women's refuges, subsidized
childcare, and pay equity, others make these claims while
simultaneously reducing family incomes through the deregulation of
labour markets and restrictions on income support. Ultimately, Baker
demonstrates that nation states with the best outcomes for families
offer a variety of social supports, which are increasingly important as
global markets reduce economic security for some families while
improving the financial situation of others. This study also explores
strategies employed by states to incorporate or resist international
pressures, and the reasons why some states tenaciously defend their
family policy traditions while others restructure according to
international guidelines.Drawing from nation-based research, cross-
national studies, and international data bases, Restructuring Family
Policies successfully integrates mainstream academic debates about
restructuring welfare states with feminist research findings and current
policy concerns.
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Written for a general audience, the essays collected here present
refreshing and often humorous glimpses of various topics in Jewish
history and traditional religious literature. Inspired by the diversity of
Jewish thought, author and scholar Eliezer Segal sheds light on the
social and political forces that have brought the Jewish community
together in the past and still speak with familiarity to a modern western
culture. Enlightening and entertaining, Professor Segal's writing is a
rare blend of scholarship and wit, highlighting contemporary
experiences that bring the rich heritage of Jewish civilization to life for
the everyday reader. With an extensive and broad knowledge of ancient
and medieval Jewish social and religious traditions, Segal deftly crafts
anecdotes and explanations that address the tribulations of
contemporary life. From topics as diverse as panhandling, tennis,
vampires, and the history of the tomato to themes as universal as
weddings, charity, and taxation, the essays presented here, some for
the first time in English, all include detailed notes on sources for
further reading. Equally suited to those after a light-hearted romp or



those on a serious quest for knowledge, Ask Now of the Days that Are
Past is sure to satisfy anyone who has ever wondered how the past still
influences us today.



