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This profound and insightful handbook aims to promote critical
reflection on the way we conceptualise and study the radical left and to
advance research by asking new questions. Radical left parties in
Europe have been the subjects of significant study in the last decade,
aided by the demonstrable success of newer parties like the Greek
Syriza and Spanish Podemos, as well as the persistence of more
established actors like the German Die Linke. Nevertheless, the
emergent literature remains patchy and many elements of the party
family still poorly understood. This handbook brings together a range
of leading analysts to provide a definitive compendium, one that
provides both students and scholars with an informative and easy-to-
use guide to the radical left in Europe. Through utilising a common
analytical framework to analyse the radical left in 19 European
countries (within and outside the EU), the Palgrave Handbook of Radical



Left Parties in Europe provides a wealth of comparable data on a wide
number of cases to provide a sound basis for future studies. This
rigorous comparative framework, allied with the unprecedented in-

depth overview of the development of the European radical left over the
past two decades, makes this handbook an essential starting place for
those interested in all aspects of the radical left as a party family.
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