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Executive Order 13123 calls for the Federal government to conserve
water as well as energy in its 500,000 facilities. To help set priorities
among water-saving measures, the Federal Energy Management
Program conducted a study of Federal water use in 1997. The study
indicated that the government consumes more than 50% of its water in
just three types of Federal facilities: housing, hospitals, and office
buildings. These facilities have enough kitchens, rest rooms, and
laundry areas to provide facility managers with many opportunities to
begin reducing their water use (and utility costs) with appropriate
water-saving fixtures and products. Therefore, this Federal Technology
Alert focuses on domestic technologies, products, and appliances such
as water-efficient faucets, showerheads, toilets, urinals, washing
machines, and dishwashers. Conserving water also saves the energy
needed to treat, pump, and heat that water in homes, businesses, and
other buildings.



