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GAO was asked to identify insights from past disasters and share them
with state and local officials undertaking recovery activities. GAO
reviewed six past disasters-- the Loma Prieta earthquake in northern
California (1989), Hurricane Andrew in south Florida (1992), the
Northridge earthquake in Los Angeles, California (1994), the Kobe
earthquake in Japan (1995), the Grand Forks/Red River flood in North
Dakota and Minnesota (1997), and Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the
Gulf Coast (2005). GAO interviewed officials involved in the recovery
from these disasters and experts on disaster recovery. GAO also
reviewed relevant legislation, policies, and its previous work.



