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The public health risks posed by automotive particulate emissions are
well known. Such particles are sufficiently small to reach the deepest
regions of the lungs; and moreover act as carriers for many potentially
toxic substances. Historically, diesel engines have been singled out in
this regard, but recent research shows the need to consider particulate
emissions from gasoline engines as well. Already implicated in more
than one respiratory disease, the strongest evidence in recent times
points to particle-mediated cardiovascular disorders (strokes and heart
attacks). Accordingly, legislation
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GAO was asked to examine (1) the scope of the U.S. voluntary carbon
offset market, including the role of the federal government; (2) the
extent to which mechanisms for ensuring the credibility of offsets are
available and used and what, if any, related information is shared with
consumers; and (3) trade-offs associated with increased oversight of
the U.S. market and including offsets in climate change mitigation
policies.



