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Even some fifty years after their discovery, transition metals have lost
none of their fascination. The use of complex compounds in these
elements has not only revolutionized synthesis in the laboratory, but



has also led to them playing an important role in many industrial
applications. Each year, millions of tons of plastics are produced
around the world and, by varying the ligands in the catalytically active
compounds, the properties of the resulting polymers can even be
tailored for use. For this purpose, sandwich compounds from early
transition metals have been common until now, but inte



