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Carbohydrates make up a major portion of biomass samples. These
carbohydrates are polysaccharides constructed primarily of glucose,
xylose, arabinose, galactose, and mannose monomeric subunits.
During certain pretreatments of biomass, a portion of these
polysaccharides are hydrolyzed and soluble sugars are released into
the liquid stream. This method is used to quantify the total amount of
soluble carbohydrates released into solution as well as the amount of
monomeric sugars released into solution. The soluble sugars in the
liquid fraction of process samples can be quantified by HPLC with

refractive index detection. If the sugars are present in oligomeric form
further processing into their monomeric units is required prior to HPLC
analysis.



