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"In Puerto Rico, where locally grown woods are primarily used for
furniture and crafts production, estimation of wood volume makes it
possible to estimate the monetary value of one of the many
commodities and services forests provide to society. In the Puerto Rican
forest inventories of 1980 and 1990, workers calculated stem volume
directly by applying geometric formulae to bole sections of
merchantable trees. Field crews recorded several diameter and height
measurements along the bole of each tree. If tree volume estimates
were based on fewer tree measurements, this would significantly
increase field crew productivity. For this reason, tree volume equations
have been derived from Puerto Rican forest inventory data by directly
calculating stem volume, then creating regression equations that
estimate inside and outside bark merchantable stem volume from tree
diameter at breast height and total height."--P. [1].



